Integrating Digital Tools
to Leverage Learning

Tools to Assist Teachers in Building
Snipping Tool – Great for cutting and
cropping all in one
Android Tablet – To check out apps and
check QR codes
Patience and Perseverance

Remember you can do this!
When you are ready to throw a device…
please don’t, and ask for help.

How can we
provide
opportunities and
inspire students
to create their
own
understanding?

The Key to Balanced Literacy is Balance.
Each of these elements of a balanced
literacy approach is essential for
developing independent readers and
writers.

Writing

What new reading strategy or task
have you implemented successfully in
your classroom? Discuss and share on
our Padlet discussion board.

Independent
Reading

Word Study

Supported
Reading

Integrating Digital Tools in Balanced Literacy
How can digital tools be meaningfully
integrated into Balanced Literacy?

Set the
Course
Provide
Content

Balanced
Literacy
Support
Creativity
Capture
Responses

Technologies can transform the ways in which
teachers and students engage in literacy
experiences and build a literate learning
community.
Turn and share. What apps or software have you
used as part of your Tech Tasks? Or what digital
tools are you interested in trying?

Set the Course for Balanced Literacy
1. What aspect of Balanced Literacy
do you want to examine? What 21st
Century Essential Skill do you want to
explore? What digital tool will fit?
2. Create task cards for students using
Power point or Word.
Add details like images and borders
from sites such as
mycutegraphics.com

Set the Course for Balanced Literacy
1. Make Task Cards suit the needs of your class, add
verbal directions or video.
2. To add verbal directions use QR Codes and a site
like Vocaroo.
- Record audio using Vocaroo and save it online.
Anyone who visits the link can hear the recording.
- Create a QR code for the Vocaroo link using goqr.me
- Copy paste the QR Code onto the task card.
- When printed, students can use the app, QR Droid
to access the directions on the Vocaroo site.
Soundcloud.com podcast
If you Give a Mouse a Cookie

Provide Content
Provide reading content for fiction and
non-fiction at a Center.
You can use a variety of apps and websites.
Apps include:
• RAZ Kids for grades 1 – 3
• News-o-matic for grades 3 – 8
• Pearson Portal
Websites for weblinks in Tab Pilot or QR Codes:
• Wonderopolis for Inquiry
• Unite for Literacy
• The Kids Should See This Videos
thekidshouldseethis.com
• Kidscbc2 for videos and news articles

uniteforliteracy.com

Provide Content
Provide reading content for fiction and
non-fiction at a Center.
Collect web links onto one page. If you
students will be visiting multiple web
links for the center, use sites to post
and organize them. Provide a Bitly link
or QR code to the collection for easy
access.
Remember to use goqr.me to create
the QR Code for the station.

Symbaloo.com

Weebly.com

Digital Citizenship
Symbaloo

Provide Content
Other ways to generate content is to
create interactive lessons.
• Use videos from YouTube, Vimeo,
or TeacherTube
• Create and upload your own
using MovieMaker, Office Mix or
Sway.
• Make a QR Code for students to
scan and access the content.

Support Creativity
Active Learning is Creating
Create a mindmap to help students reflect
on skills they are learning at a center.

App to try:
Mindomo or Pixie to create a mindmap
Online resources to try:

Padlet
Or just use paper… Not everything has to be
digital.

Support Creativity
Active Learning is Creating
Students can support their learning through other tasks that
engage critical thinking, communication and creativity.
Students my want to try making an InfoPic – combines
pictures with text layered on top to communicate a
message.
Apps to try:
•Pixie
•Explain Everything
•Comics Head
•Camera App on the device

Sample InfoPic

Online resources to try: Powerpoint online, Sway

Capture Responses
Sharing Student work and celebrating
learning
Use Office 365 Groups, Sway, blogs, web pages to
reflect on learning and share learning.

Use Explain Everything to take pictures and create
a summary of learning with student narrating.
Provide framework questions to help students
reflect and self assess, as well as comment on the
work of each other.
Exit Ticket Tools: Mimio Vote, Kahoot
Use graphing component to assist with question
analysis

Sample Balanced Literacy Task Cards
The following are task cards for grades
1 – 5.
Feel free to adapt and change the task
cards to suit your students’ needs,
grade level, technical comfort and
context.
Be sure to think of digital tools that are
relevant, authentic and will leverage
learning. It’s about keeping it simple
and focusing on what will leverage
learning.

Listen and Read Stories
1. Go to RAZ kids, click on the app that looks
like this.
Find your teacher’s name in the list and tap it.
Choose a book and start reading!

AFTER…
2. Author Study reading – Melanie Watt
As part of our author study on Melanie Watt, we
are going to read Scaredy Squirrel.
Scan the QR code and listen, while reading the
book at the station.

Listen and Read Stories
1. Go to RAZ kids, click on the app that looks
like this.
Find your teacher’s name in the list and tap it.
AFTER…
2. Author Study reading – Eric Carle
Scan the QR code and listen, while reading the
book at the station.

The Hungry Catepillar

Listen and Read Stories
1. Go to RAZ kids, click on the app that looks
like this.
Find your teacher’s name in the list and tap it.
Or…
2. Author Study reading – Mo Williams
Scan the QR code and watch, while reading
the book at the station.

Don’t Let the Pigeon
Drive the Bus

Making My Own Mo Willems
Story
Author Study reading – Mo Williams
1. Now that you have read Knuffle Bunny Scan the QR code
and watch the story.
2. Brainstorm your own Mo Willems story. Write your ideas
on paper
Who will the story be about?
Where is the story going to happen?
How will the story begin?
What is a problem that will happen in the story?
Why did the problem happen?
How will your story end?
3. In our next class we will explore how to make our own Knuffle
Bunny book, using the app, Comics Head.
Knuffle Bunny

Read Online News Stories
1. Click on QR Droid
2. Scan the QR code and read the article from
Tween Tribune www.tweentribune.com
3. Scan the QR code to our classroom Kidblog
account.
4. Locate your name and login.
5. Write a Connections Reflective Response.
Write connections about the article,
focusing on either 2 of the three
connections:
Text to Text, Text to Self, or Text to world.

Tweentribune. com

Class Blog login

Read & Listen to News-omatic News Stories
1.
2.

Click on the News-o-matic app
Choose a news story for today. Read the story
and listen. Use your earphones.
3. View the video and slideshow and check your
understanding with a quick quiz!
4. Scan the QR code to our classroom Kidblog
account.
5. Locate your name and login.
6. Write a Connections Reflective Response. Write
connections about the article, focusing on
either 2 of the three connections:
Text to Text, Text to Self, or Text to world.
Class Blog login

Read & Listen to Animal
Poems
1.
2.

Click on QR Droid
Scan the QR code and read the poem, “Gerbil,
Gerbil on the Run”
http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems

You can listen to the poem read to you too. But
be patient.
1.

Scan the QR code to go to our classroom
Poetry Padlet Page.
2. Double tap on the page.
3. Tell the class on the Padlet Page:
What did you think of “Gerbil, Gerbil on the
Run”?

Class Padlet Page

Gerbil, Gerbil on the Run –
Press play to hear!

Read & Listen to Silly Poems
Grade 4 - 5

1. Click on QR Droid
2. Scan the QR code and select a poem from the
Poetry4Kids website.
3. Scan the QR code to go to our classroom
Poetry Sway Page.
4. Login to the page using your Regina Catholic
School Account
5. To add a new card click on the green plus.
6. Tell us the class on the Poetry Sway Page:
What is your favourite silly poem? Why?

www.poetry4kids.com

Classroom Poetry Sway Page

Listen and Look at Pictures
of Non-Fiction Storybooks
Expectations – Remember to only explore the books on this
Youtube page.
1.

Tap QR Droid and scan the QR code

2. Choose a story from the list of Youtube videos from Storyline
3. Listen to a story being read by famous people who also love
books.

4. Journal:
In your journal, write your favorite part of the story. Is there a
part that reminds you of another story? Tell us about it.

Create Comics with New
Words
1. Scan the QR code and go to
Wonderopolis.com and read the Wonder
of the Day
2. Choose two Wonder Words that are new
to you.
3. Learn the definitions of the words.
4. Write a sentence that uses both words in
your journal
Or… Create a comic in Comics Head using
these new words showing the meaning of
the word through the character’s actions.
Be sure to have the character using one
of the words in a sentence.

Wonderopolis.com

Soundcloud.com audio directions

Create a Story about
What You Have Read
Write a story with a beginning, middle and end about
one of the characters you read about in your Read to
Self Station.
Create a comic using the Comics Head app with 3
panels for your beginning, middle and end.
Choose a background, a character you want in your
story, then add props to help tell the story.

Jolly Phonics

1. Get a tablet.
2. Click on QR
Droid
3. Scan the QR
code

Jolly Phonics Vowel Sounds
1. Get a tablet.
2. Click on QR Droid
3. Scan the QR code

Narrate Your Story
1. After you have created your comic in Comics Head, it is time
to add your voice!
2. Take screen shots of your comic. Open your comic. Hold
down the power button and the down volume button at the
same time, this will take a picture.
3. Click on Explain Everything and start a new presentation.
4. Insert your comic.
5. Start narrating and recording your voice as you read your
story with lots of expression.
6. Your big buddy will help you save your video and upload to
your teacher’s account on Youtube.
Document to assist teachers in using Explain Everything

Tools to Help Use Apps
News-o-matic and Raz Kids set up resources – RCSD Tablets in the Classroom on
Moodle
Introduction to RCSD Apps – Check out Tablets in the Classroom

Download Tablets and Balanced Literacy

